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                                The 10th International Conference on
Alternative Perspectives & Global Concerns

Conference Call for Papers 
African Perspectives to the Ethics of Globality

School of International Development and Global Studies (EDIM), University of Ottawa, 
and Institute of African Studies, Carleton University

Ottawa, September 25-26, 2015 

Africa is not merely an invention with a modern/imperial/colonial background. Nor is Africa merely a continent in need of foreign aid from the richer affluent societies. Africa might be economically needy, politically unstable, and in part socially chaotic, and/or suffering from civil wars and social unrest. But Africa is more, and certainly different, from the negative image of the continent and its peoples portrayed in the mass media. The continent has been the cradle of civilization in the pre-colonial era, and today it is undergoing a diverse cultural, philosophical, and spiritual development with a great potential to be aligned with, and contribute to, the contemporary debates around the ethics of globality.

Africa has had a long history of successful struggle against both colonial exploitation and colonization of the mind.  Heroes such as Kwame Nkrumah, Julius Nyerere, Amical Cabral, Frantz Fanon, Nawal El Saadawi, Nelson Mandela, and Bishop Desmond Tutu have helped define the struggle. Given Africa’s cultural diversity, complex  philosophy of life with the roots in the beliefs, worldviews, customs, spiritual rituals, and the legacy of the sages, one may ask: How  can Africa’s rich philosophy of life contribute to the ethics of globality? How would this contribution improve the condition of life, and the wellbeing of the continent? How could African worldviews play a role in today’s debates in the ethics of globality and global ethics? How could this contribution resolve the existing economic and socio-political trauma, remove the laden elements of the civil wars, and more importantly, improve the prosperity and economic and human development of Africa.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]Although these are the new questions, African philosophers and scholars have already provided general insights into them. Kenyan philosopher Henry Odera Oreka illustrates the importance of prudence in shaping African sense of identity. Kwame Anthony Appiah recommends not comparing African thought with Western thought. Safro Kwame and Kwame Gyekye introduce another dimension of the specificities of African thoughts, culture, and beliefs. Makau Muta highlights the colonial impacts on African mindset. Kibujjo Kalumba, D. A. Moselo, Emmanuel Chukwudi Eze, and Stanley Anozie have highlighted African’s distinctive view of life.      
As the eighth in a series on Alternative Perspectives on Global Concerns, International Conference on African Perspectives and Ethics of Globality, the main objectives of this conference is to bring into account the impact of African philosophy and conception of life with the aim of exploring how Africa can contribute to the ethics of globality. Through this contribution, the conference hopes to explore how African philosophy may present solutions for the pertinent problems in Africa. 

Conference Themes 
Conference topics include, but are not limited to the following areas: 
1. African perspectives on the ethics of globality
1. Philosophy of wellbeing in African intellectualism. Can it contribute to the development of the continent?
1. Insights into African solutions for development and sustainability 
1. The struggle for cultural freedom in Africa
1. African consciousness and the struggle for liberation 
1. African communitarian culture and the modern individualism
1. African ethics and the ethics of liberation 
1. Civil wars and underdevelopment in Africa: Perspectives, solutions, and prescriptions 
1. Ethical dimensions of development vs. bad-development/colonial development

We invite proposals for 30-minute individual presentations. We welcome the analysis and interpretation of African philosophy as an alternative in the ethics of globality. We also welcome a broad range of issues, disciplinary and interdisciplinary reflections and case studies. We encourage panel submission of three papers (each panel totaling 105 minutes). Please include a brief description of the panel as well as individual abstracts for each of the papers.  

For individual papers, please send an abstract, maximum length of 300 words and a short bio of 150 words by end of May, 2015. 

Notifications of acceptance will be made by the conference committee by the end of July, 2015.

Depending on budgetary availability, a selection of the conference contributions will be published in a volume with the working title: African Perspectives and the Ethics of Globality. 

Dr. Mahmoud Masaeli 
School of International Development and Global Studies
University of Ottawa
120 University Street, Room 8010
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1N 6N5
Phone: (613) 613-562-5800 ext. 4979 
Fax: 613-562-5817 
E-mail: mmasaeli@uottawa.ca
http://socialsciences.uottawa.ca/dvm/professor-profile?id=632
www.ap-gc.org


Dr. Nduka Otiono 
Institute of African Studies,
Carleton University 
T. 613-520-2600, x. 2410
Fax: 613-520-2363
E-mail: nduka.otiono@carleton.ca
http://www.carleton.ca/africanstudies/people/nduka-otiono/
www.carleton.ca/africanstudies
 
Dr. Stanley Uche Anozie
Sacred Heart College, Peterborough
208 Romaine Street
Peterborough, Ontario Canada K9J 2C4
stancollege@gmail.com
http://shofp.ca/academics/curriculum-design-team/dr-stanley-uche-anozie/
http://ap-gc.org/index.php/advisory-board
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