
Wednesday March 26, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. / Le mercredi 26 mars 2014 à 17h00 
 
Agenda items 
 
1. Welcome by the Chair / Mot de bienvenue de la Présidente -- Louise Ouimet 
 
In her introductory remarks, Louise Ouimet welcomed the participation of two new members, 
who introduced themselves to the other members present:  
 
Elizabeth (Liz) McIntyre is currently on contract at Foreign Affairs in the Innovation Unit. She has 
worked in various roles at both DFATD and at former CIDA, including in Trade at the Embassy in 
Buenos Aires. She also worked at UNESCO in Paris. She became interested in Africa after 
sailing to Senegal and Cape Verde. She is looking forward to getting to know everyone in the 
group and to better understanding the role of Africa in the world stage. 
Benedict (Ben) Iheagwara, from Nigeria, is a Ph.D candidate at U of Ottawa, specializing in 
ethics and political philosophy.  His thesis is on the political philosophy of cosmopolitanism.  In 
addition, Ben is  doing research on how African traditional customs affect human rights and 
democratization. After completing his Ph.D., he intends to lecture at university level or work in a 
research institute. 
 
2. Aniket Bhushan, "Canada's Development Footprint Beyond Aid" / "L'empreinte 
du Canada sur le développement au-delà de l'aide" 
 
Foreign aid is a small and declining share of Canada’s development footprint in many 
developing countries. In his remarks and visual projections, Mr. Bhushan, Senior Researcher at 
the North-South Institute (NSI) and manager of the Canadian International Development 
Platform (CIDP), used some of the data from the CIDP to compare aid with other flows such as 
trade, foreign direct investment (FDI) and remittances between Canada and African developing 
countries.  
 
In  2012, Canadian official development assistance (ODA) to all countries totalled $5.7 billion, of 
which 42% ($2.4 billion) went to Africa. In the same year, exports from Africa into Canada 
amounted to $13 billion, far outpacing the monetary value of Canadian aid. As a further basis of 
comparison, in 2012 exports from all developing countries into Canada amount to $133.5 billion, 
and remittances to $23 billion, five times total Canadian aid of $5.7 billion. Although  the stock of 
Canadian investment in Africa is still relatively modest, at about $3-4 billion (or less than .5% of 
total Canadian investment abroad), it underplays Canada’s investment profile, especially in the 
mining sector. Using a different data set, Canadian companies in 2011-12 pulled some $13 
billion  in mineral commodities out of the ground in Africa -- which is larger than total recorded 
FDI in Africa. A more reliable impression of the growth of Canadian investment in Africa may be 
the large number of foreign investment protection agreements (FIPAs) which the Canadian 
Government is currently in the process of negotiating with African governments.  
 
Thus the general outlook is that private flows are increasingly more important than ODA, but 



volatile. ODA is more dependable, but shrinking. There certainly are some low income countries 
where aid is an important component for development, but in general, Mr. Bhushan noted, aid 
budgets are under pressure, countries are outgrowing traditional ODA, and other flows are much 
more relevant.  
 
This trend is not unique to Canada. The World Bank’s concessional window, IDA, which 
currently services 81 countries, will reduce eligibility to 20 countries by the time of the IDA 20 
replenishment in 2025. New players such as China, India and Brazil who do not necessarily 
follow the OECD/DAC format for aid-giving have made their entry and have in some cases 
changed the nature of the aid debate.  
 
Since aid is diminishing in importance, there is need for a much more granular understanding of 
Canada’s development footprint  ‘beyond aid’. Mr. Bhushan examined two policy documents to 
assess the extent to which Canada’s development posture was congruent with its general 
foreign policy framework -- and found there was little correlation.  
 
• The DFATD ‘Global Markets Action Plan’ identified 14 emerging markets in Africa on which 

the Canadian government trade commissioner service abroad is concentrating its 
support for Canadian companies and investors: Tunisia, Morocco, Senegal, Mali, Burkina 
Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana. Benin, Nigeria, Cameroun, Tanzania, Madagascar, Zambia 
and South Africa.  

• The DFATD (ex-CIDA) ‘strategic review of countries of focus’. identifies seven African 
countries among the 20 worldwide on which 80% of bilateral resources are focused: 
Ethiopia, Senegal, Mali, Ghana, Sudan and South Sudan, Tanzania and Mozambique. 
(Sudan has subsequently been dropped). The only overlapping countries on both lists 
are Senegal, Mali and Ghana.  

 
However, even in these countries, development did not appear to be a major driver of Canadian 
aid policy. The criteria most referenced to explain the choice of Canada’s development partners 
were security interest, investment and trade. These factors, it was noted, did not reflect a 
nuanced understanding of the meaning of ‘going beyond aid’. 
 
In the discussion, Mr. Bhushan affirmed that the original definition of what qualifies as ODA had 
been stretched in a direction less favorable to developing countries, since more resources which 
never leave the donor country (e.g., refugee resettlement programs) can now be counted as 
ODA.  As to what ordinary Canadians can do to have an input into aid policy (volume, focus or 
modalities), it was suggested that they can mobilize the information made available through the 
NSI’s Development Platform to mark points in the aid debate through the media, NGOs or the 
political process. 
 
3. Recent African Developments and Views from Members / L'actualité africaine et 
les nouvelles des membres 
 
(Vu un conflit d’horaire pour la salle utilisée par le GRA, cet item a dû être repoussé à une date 



ultérieure.)  
 
La réunion a pris fin à 1830 heures. 
 
	  


