
Canadian Trade Diversification with Africa 

 

This panel discussion was moderated by Teddy Samy, the Director of NPSIA 

• Teddy noted that the main question is how Africa can play a role as Canada 

tries to diversify its trade - given the challenges revealed by the NAFTA 

renegotiations. He hoped to learn what Canada is doing, what else it can do 

and what prevents African countries from accessing the Canadian market.   

• The current state of Canadian trade and investment is (partially) captured 

in the one page cheat sheet. 

• He noted that the African Continental Free Trade Agreement signed last 

year in Kigali will enter into force in a couple of months, as enough 

countries have ratified it - but Nigeria still hasn’t signed it. 

 

Paula Caldwell St. Onge (Director General, Pan-African Division, Sub-Saharan 

Africa Branch, GAC made a presentation on "Enhancing Canada's Trade and 

Investment in Sub-Saharan Africa (see attached PowerPoint).  She was particularly 

pleased to note the increase in trade commissioner resources and the new funds 

for export promotion. She argued that other provinces need to be as active as 

Quebec and Alberta.  She also noted the need to see how the merged GAC 

department can strengthen the trade-development nexus: development projects 

that enhance trade while strengthening development outcomes 

 

Fred Olayele (Director, Sprott Centre for African Research and Business 

(SCARAB), Carleton University) (see attached presentation) argued that the  

ongoing digital structural shift in the African economy is  creating opportunities 

for Canada. However, for this to be successful it is critical to correct the 

misperceptions of Africa in the minds of Canadian entrepreneurs - the 

Information asymmetry is very big.  Africans now have a much more positive 

perception of Canada but Canadian business has yet to seize the opportunity for 

more and  better trade.  



He felt Canada should focus on key emerging African Markets. He also suggested 

that, although support for multilateral initiatives in the trade area is fine, bilateral 

programming is need to show a way to success stories. 

Phil Rourke (Director, Centre for Trade Policy and Law, NPSIA, Carleton 

University).  Africa can be a test case for GAC'S efforts to diversity trade - but the 

starting point needs to be investment, as that is where there is already a lot of 

activity.  Firms like predictability as well as profits so the Foreign Investment 

Protection Agreements (FIPAs) have been important.  However the new Africa-

wide Continental Free Trade Agreement (which is soon to be ratified by enough 

African countries to come into effect) may assist Canadians to increase 

investments continent wide.  Phil’s Centre helps countries negotiate, and improve 

their trade policies.  

Steve Tipman (Executive Director, Trade Facilitation Office of Canada) (see 

attached presentation).  The TFO focuses on trade and development.  Its mandate 

is to help LDCs increase their exports to Canada. It seeks to strengthen small and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and has focused so far on lower tech sectors 

(excluding extractives).   More recently TFO is helping targeted SMEs increase 

their connections to Canadian markets, offering an example from Madagascar.   
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