
 

The Africa and Middle East study groups of the CIC National Capital Branch 
(ASG and MESG) sponsored a joint meeting on The Islamic Caliphate from Africa 

to Asia: Understanding to Better Respond with Ferry de Kerckhove. !
This was an opportunity to discuss current developments within a broader geo-political and 
historical and cultural context. !
DATE: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 
TIME: 17:45 pm - 19:45 pm 
LOCATION: St. Paul’s university, Alumni amphitheater, Guigues Hall, 223 Main street, Ottawa !
Individuals present: 38 !
Main topic: Although there was brief mention of the Caliphates from Africa to Asia and Ferry de 
Kerckhove provided a concise and engaging history of power in the middle east, the main focus was 
the current and developing situation with ISIS / ISIL. !
Overview: ISIS, unlike Al Qaeda, seeks to resurrect the status of an actual state, or Caliphate, in its 
temporal as well as religious dimension - in the image of the succession of Islamic empires which 
aspired to rule Islam from the time of Mohamed in the 7th century A.D. to the extinction of the 
Ottoman empire in 1924. The lecture included an assessment of where funding for ISIS is coming 
from, and the political and religious historical events leading up to the emergence of ISIS.  The 
success of ISIS in Iraq is due to (former Iraqi PM Nouri al-) Maliki's sowing of dissension between 
Sunni and Shia in Iraq.  The leadership of ISIS is particularly interesting for its’ continuity and 
consistency, which goes beyond the electoral system. !
 In response, some nations including the USA and Iran are becoming unlikely associates in the group 
of states which oppose ISIS.  Syrian president Assad is an objective ally of the US. The USA has stated 
that they will not put "boots on the ground" to fight ISIS, yet as our discussion revealed: some feel 
that "boots on the ground" is an inevitable conclusion in this situation.  The US must recognize that 
without boots on the ground, there can be no 'victory' over ISIS. !
Within the discussion on ISIS, participants explored the role that Islamic religion and its political 
offshoots play in the alliances in the middle east (Assad in Syria, Hamas and Hezbollah in Palestine) 
and the different ideologies which play into the vision of ISIS. The speaker also elaborated on  the 



relationship between ISIS and the Arab ethnicity:  People of Arab stock compose less than 10 
percent of Egypt, the Arabic speaking world's most populous state. Many Muslim leaders have 
condemned ISIS - but there is not enough Arab leadership to defeat ISIS. It is necessary that Arab 
countries denounce ISIS and take action against it. However, ISIS has access to oil revenue and to 
private funding from rich Arab benefactors. The speaker also mentioned that ISIS uses modern 
technology alongside medieval ideals. Furthermore, Joining ISIS has become a cult, drawing people 
from outside the region as well and  the conflicts of the Middle East are now plaguing Africa. !
After exploring the greater impact of different ideologies in the middle east, the speaker left 
us with a series of questions: !
Have we exaggerated the threat from ISIS? Are the American strikes after an American journalists 
was beheaded freeing other states from having to act? Do we know what is important in the Middle 
East? (There is a multiplicity of interests each state and group has) Are we playing into the enemy's 
hands with our reactions? If we do go to Iraq, could we really do anything against ISIS? !
To end the event, the discussion touched on topics from the role of Turkey to the war wariness 
phenomenon in the USA to Western Arrogance and the the level of education for men and women 
in the Middle East. Some ideas which surfaced were: !
 We did fall into the trap and exaggerated the threat to us 
    The current response can only make things worse by attracting new jihadists 
  A more coherent answer should include: 
  1) Clearer support from the Arabs 
          2) Boots on the ground, mainly from Arab countries 
       3)  More just and equitable international policies - trade for instance, less Big Brother 
   kind of behaviour from the US 
          4) Better support to build effective governance in these countries 
      5) Humanitarian assistance. 
__ !
Below is the bio included in the original invitation: !
Bio: Ferry de Kerckhove entered the Canadian Foreign Service in 1973. He served as Canada's High 
Commissioner to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Ambassador to the Republic of Indonesia and 
finally, Ambassador to the Arab Republic of Egypt. Ferry was also the personal representative of the 
Prime Minister for la Francophonie. He has a B.Soc. Sc. Honours in Economics, an M.A. in Political 
Science from the University of Ottawa and pursued Ph.D. Studies at Laval University in Québec City. 
He has a B.Soc. Sc. Honours in Economics, an M.A. in Political Science from the University of Ottawa 
and pursued Ph.D. Studies at Laval University in Québec City. !
Links for more information: 
• Here is the link to the 24h/60M radio canada show on ISIS:  http://ici.radio-canada.ca/emissions/

24_heures_en_60_minutes/2013-2014/Entrevue.asp?idDoc=352489 
• A good article: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/islams-clash-with-islam/

article21138368/ 
• Another document:  http://soufangroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/TSG-The-Islamic-

State-Nov14.pdf


